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Thus says the Lord God: “I myself will look after and tend my sheep.” Ezekiel 34:11

Dear Friends;

St. Martin of Tours lived in the fourth century after Christ. His parents were pagans. At the age of ten Martin
became a catechumen (one who learns how to be a Christian). But Martin’s parents prevented him from being
baptized. Roman law specified that a son had to follow in his father’s profession. The father of Martin was a
soldier. At this time, you could not be a soldier and a Christian. Early Christians were pacifists.

According to legend, on a winter day Martin the soldier rode into the city and encountered a poor beggar who
approached him for help. Martin had no money to give. He used his sword to cut his scarlet military cloak in
half. He gave half of his cloak to the beggar.

That night Martin had a dream. Christ appeared to him wrapped in the other half of his cloak. The next day
Martin decided that he would be baptized. As barbarians threatened to invade Martin dares to tell the emperor,
“I am a soldier of Christ. It is not lawful for me to fight.” With these words Martin of Tours identified himself
as a saint of peace and patron of conscientious objectors. Martin recognized an allegiance to a higher authority.

When the ancient Israelites ask for a king, a strong man, God resists. God tells the prophet Samuel that in
asking for a king they are rejecting the kingship of God. Eventually God will allow what the people desire, but
as the saying goes “you better be careful what you ask for.”

Ever since with the kings there were problems. It begins with Saul who was paranoid. David sends one of his
soldiers to the front line to be killed, so David could take the man’s wife. David’s son Solomon the Wise
corrupted Israelite faith by allowing all his foreign wives to worship their pagan gods in the Land of Israel. Each
new king was worse than the last.

The kings of ancient Judah were called shepherds. Our first reading from the Prophet Ezekiel comes from after
the disastrous fall of Jerusalem. God will take back the role of shepherd-king. God tells the people that he
would shepherd them. As members of the body of Christ, God’s Good Shepherd rules our hearts.

The word ‘messiah’ means ‘anointed.” This was a title for the king, ‘God’s anointed.” As the kings get worse,
the hope of a messiah grew to be a desire for some kind of super hero. But that is a concept of messiah that
Jesus will reject. He will be a king whose crown is made of thorns. His throne is the cross. He is royally robed
in the derision of the elites. He is a king who endures humiliation and mockery, rather than stooping to fight
with the weapons of this world. His weapons are the persuasive force of love and God’s limitless mercy.

When the early Church called Jesus “Lord and Savior” they were undermining the political authority of the
Roman Empire. For “Lord and Savior” were titles of the Roman Emperor. Christians, like Martin of Tours,
were proclaiming that they owe allegiance to a higher authority.

Today’s feast was created by Pope Pius XI in 1925. In the aftermath of World War I there was rising
movements that were contrary to the Gospel-——communism, fascism, nationalism and unrestrained capitalism.
The pope reminds us that we have a higher allegiance. To call Jesus Christ Universal King is to raise the
victorious banner of mercy over the economic and violent powers of this world. The power of love binds and
embraces us and calls us to allegiance to the Kingdom of God’s enduring peace.

Peace,
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Asi dice el Sefior Dios: "Yo mismo iré a mis ovejas y velaré por ellas." Ezequiel 34:11
Queridos Amigos;

San Martin de Tours vivid en el siglo IV después de Cristo. Sus padres eran paganos. A la edad de diez afios Martin se
convirtié en catecimeno (uno que aprende a ser cristiano). Pero los padres de Martin le impidieron ser bautizado. La ley
romana especificaba que un hijo tenia que seguir en la profesién de su padre. El padre de Martin era un soldado. En ese
momento, no se podia ser un soldado y un cristiano. Los primeros cristianos eran pacifistas.

Segln la leyenda, en un dia de invierno Martin el soldado cabalgd en la ciudad y se encontré con un pobre mendigo que
se le acercd en busca de ayuda. Martin no tenia dinero para dar. Usd su espada para cortar su capa militar escarlata por
la mitad. Le dio la mitad de la capa al mendigo.

Esa noche Martin tuvo un suefio. Cristo se le aparecié envuelto en la otra mitad de su capa. Al dia siguiente, Martin
decidié que seria bautizado. Como los barbaros amenazaban con invadir a Martin se atreve a decirle al emperador: "Soy
un soldado de Cristo. No es licito para mi luchar" Con estas palabras Martin de Tours se identificé como un santo de paz
y patrén de los objetores de conciencia. Martin reconocié una lealtad a una autoridad superior.

Cuando los antiguos israelitas piden un rey, un hombre fuerte, Dios se resiste. Dios le dice al profeta Samuel que al pedir
un rey estdn rechazando la realeza de Dios. Eventualmente Dios permitira lo que el pueblo desea, pero como dice el
dicho "ten cuidado con lo que pides".

Desde aquel entonces huno problemas con los reyes. Comienza con Saul que era paranoico. David envia a uno de sus
soldados a la linea del frente para ser asesinado, para que David pudiera llevarse a la esposa del hombre. El hijo de
David, Salomdn el Sabio, corrompid la fe israelita al permitir que todas sus esposas extranjeras adoraran a sus dioses
paganos en la Tierra de Israel. Cada nuevo rey era peor que el anterior.

Los reyes de la antigua Judd eran llamados pastores. Nuestra primera lectura del profeta Ezequiel proviene de después
de la desastrosa caida de Jerusalén. Dios recuperara el papel de pastor-rey. Dios le dice a la gente que El seria su pastor.
Como miembros del cuerpo de Cristo, el Buen Pastor de Dios gobierna nuestro corazén.

La palabra 'mesias' significa 'ungido'. Este era un titulo para el rey, “El ungido del Dios. A medida que los reyes
empeoran, la esperanza de un mesias llegd a ser un deseo de algun tipo de superhéroe. Pero ese es un concepto de
mesias que JesUs rechazara. Serd un rey cuya corona estd hecha de espinas. Su trono es la cruz. Serd magnificamente
vestido en el escarnio de las élites. Es un rey que sufre humillacidn y burla, en lugar de inclinarse para luchar con las
armas de este mundo. Sus armas son la fuerza persuasiva del amor y la misericordia ilimitada de Dios.

Cuando la Iglesia primitiva llamd a Jesus "Sefior y Salvador" estaban socavando la autoridad politica del Imperio
Romano. Para "Sefior y Salvador" eran titulos del emperador romano. Los cristianos, como Martin de Tours,
proclamaban que debian lealtad a una autoridad superior.

La fiesta de hoy fue creada por el Papa Pio Xl en 1925. Después de la Primera Guerra Mundial hubo movimientos
crecientes que eran contrarios al Evangelio: el comunismo, el fascismo, el nacionalismo y el capitalismo sin restricciones.
El Papa nos recuerda que tenemos una mayor lealtad. Llamar a Jesucristo Rey Universal es levantar la bandera victoriosa
de misericordia sobre las potencias econdmicas y violentas de este mundo. El poder del amor nos une y nos abraza y nos
llama a la lealtad a la paz duradera del Reino de Dios.

Paz
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